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‘A Drastio Investigation Requlired.
It is reported from Washington that

" the investigation of the blowing up of

the Bennington is to be “one of the most
rigid affairs of the kind the Navy De-
partment has ever known.” It certainly
ought to be of that character, for ap-
parently the awful disaster was due to
negligence or to an inherently vicious
system of organization and adminis-
tration,

The destruction of the Bennington is
the last of a long series of catastrophes
and “accidents” to our naval vessels or
their guns. Ships have been run aground
and lost or seriously damaged in well
known and well charted waters. Guns
have exploded with great loss of life.

What is the trouble and where does
it lie? Almost invariably no officer has
been punished because of these “acci-
dents,” According to the reports of
oourts of inquiry “the hand of Gop” has
been peculiarly heavy on our navy.

It is time for a drastic investigation
of this whole matter, with a view to dis-
covering the exact causes of so long a
roll of disasters. The inquiry should
go to the bottom of the naval organiza-
tion, personal and material, and should
touch the guestion of official education

" and training.

A vast amount of money has been
spent on our new navy, and plans for
great additions to the expenditure have
been made. Before we proceed further
in this proud naval construction let us
find out the causes of the calamities to
cur ships or upon our ships which have
happened in profound peace rather than
in war. Why is the evil of desertion
by enlisted men so portentous? Why
is an explosion so easily possible under
the rigid system of inspection required
by the navy regulations? What is the
trouble with the navigation that runs
ships aground and wrecks them?

if the investigation into the causes of
the disaster to the Bennington is to be a
peculiarly “rigid” affair, it will have to
be conducted by other methods than
those which have left unexposed the
causes and ‘unfixed and unpunished
the responsibility for a series of disas-
ters which have shocked and humiliated
the American people since the close of
the war with Spain.

The Kaiser and the Czar.

1t is not surprising that the meeting
of NicHOLAS II. and WiLLIAMII, on board
the latter's yacht, which took place on
Sunday, and which had been foretold
three days before by THE SuUN's St.
Petersburg correspondent, should have
produced a sensation in many a foreign
capital from Tokio to Paris.

If it be true that the visit was made
at the German sovereign's request, it
will naturally be interpreted as an at-
tempt to foil the Anglo-French plan to
isolate him and as a move toward a
revival of the League of the Three Em-
perors, which was brought about by
BisMARCK, and which for some years
dominated Europe. That, very probably,
is the Kaiser's motive for seeking the
interview; the Czar's motive for assent-
ing to it is doubtless a desire to secure
Germany's moral support during the
approaching peace negotiations and to
get his German kinsman's advice touch-
ing the terms which he ought to accept
at the hands of Japan, and also concern-
ing the method of dealing with Russia's
internal troubles.

To forecast the kind of counsel which
Emperor WiLL1AM is likely to give his
imperial relative, we need only ask our-
selves what are the former's personal
interests and the national interests of
Germany, The laurels of FREDERICK II,
will not let WiLriaM II. sleep, and he
cannot forget that even his own grand-
father, WiLLiam I, who was by no
means & man of remarkable intellect,
has been officially pronounced deserving
of the title of “the Great,” by reason of
the aggrandizement which he gave his
native country. If it be the propensity
of ambition to fish in troubled waters,
WiLLiaM II. may well indulge it at this
time, for never in half a century has
there been a more tempting opportunity.
Even if Russia, in her present crippled
condition, should side with France, it
is probable that Germany would prove

* irresistible on land and might, if she

chose, incorporate Holland and Bel-
gium {n her territory, to say nothing
of a westward extension of her frontier

: at the expense of I'rance. That which
. would be probable, however, against

France and Russia combined would be
absolutely certain if Russia remained
peutral, as she did, it will be remem-
bered, in 1870-71.

To bring about a lasting renewal
of the “Drei Kaiser Bund,” however,
. it would be indispensable to keep the
anthority of the Russian autocrat intact.

- The Czar's subjects are far more friendly

to the French than to the Germans, and

- should they obtain representative in-

~ stitutions they would insist upon the

maintenance of the Franco-Russian
alliance. Nor is this the only reason
why Emperor WILLIAM cannot desire
0 see Russia transformed into a con-
tutional monarchy. He knows that
¥ the ultimate outcome of such a transfor-

i mation would be to make Russia self-

supporting with regard to manufactures,
instead of remaining Germany's best

oustomer; m alao to make her igoom- |

parably stronger considered
Power. The history of the French Re-
public shows how dangerous is proximity
to the expansive energies of a liberated
people. WiLLiaM 11, moreover, is
aware that the Slav temperament is
much less phlegmatic than the Teu-
tonic, and would be unlikely to brook
the restrictions placed upon the Reichs-
tag when BIsMARCK refused to make the
Imperial Ministers responsible to that
body. If the Russians get any kind
of national assembly they may be
trusted to make it preponderant. It
cannot be supposed that the German
sovereign wishes to see such an example
of parliamentary omnipotence held up
before his subjects on his eastern as
well as his western frontier.

From the Czar's point of view the
time is not unpropitious for a revival
of the “Drei Kaiser Bund.” It will be easy
for Emperor WILLIAM to explain away
the subaecriptions of certain German
bankers to the last Japanese loan. Noris
it doubtful that, under the pressure that
might be exerted by the Germansover-
eign, Berlin bankers would furnish all the
money needed by Russia, either to pro-
cure peace with Japan or to continue
the war. France, on the other hand,
is an orange which has been sucked dry
so far as the prosecution of hostilities
in the Far East is conoerned. The St.
Petersburg Government has been in-
formed that, while the money required
for an indemnity might be obtainable
in the French Republic, not another
centime will be forthcoming for a less
acoeptable purpose. WiLLIAM II. can
also appeal to gratitude as well as to
gelf-interest. He has a right to recall
the fidelity with which he has fulfilled
the promise given by him to the Czar
at their last private interview, the prom-
ise that order should be enforced so
rigorously on the Prussian frontier of
Poland that the Czar would be at liberty
to send to Manchuria almost the whole
of the huge army usually distributed
in Polish garrisons. That was an in-
eatimable service, and may well seem
to call for a reward. Above all, the
HOHENZOLLERNS can now do for the
RoMANOFFS what the latter did for the
HAPSBURGS in 1840, WiLL1aM II. could
interpose to stifie a Russian rebellion,
as the Czar NicmorLas I. intervened
to crush the Hungarian revolution,
With the Black Sea mutiny fresh in
his remembrance, NicHOLAS II. is un-
likely to undervaluesuch assistance.

By their acts ye shall know them. The
first deeds done and the first official
declarations made by the Czar on his
return to St. Petersburg should throw
light upon the tenor of the advice offered
by the German Kaiser.

———

Lamont and Cortelyou.

The death of Mr, DANIEL 8COTT LA-
MONT on Sunday suddeniy ended a ca-
reer which in some respects bore a close
resemblance to that of Mr. GEORGE
BrUCE CorTELYOU. Each of themserved
as private secretary to a President, and
each was graduated from that relatively
humble function into & place in the
Cabinet.

Mr. LAMONT had the larger preliminary
experience of politics, for he was one
of the young men in whom the peculiar
discernment of character by SAMUEL J.
TILDEN early recognized rare moral and
political abilities, He had justified the
judgment of Mr. TILDEN in important
public functions before he was selected
by President CLEVELAND as his private
secretary in 1885. Mr. LAMONT'S saga-
cious performance of the duties of
that confidential relation led to his
appointment as Secretary of War during
the second term of Mr. CLEVELAND.
When both of them returned to private
life great financial and railroad interests
approved the judgment of Mr.CLEVELAND
by putting Mr. LAMONT in a foremost
place of responsible management.

Mr. CorTELYOU had had slight exper-
jence of political life. He had been a
teacher and a law reporter, and as a
stenographer he had rendered service
to various officials in New York and to
both President CLEVELAND and President
McKiNLgy. In 1800 he became private
secretary to Mr. MOCKINLEY. President
ROOSEVELT retained him in that office.
When the Department of Commerce
and Labor was organized in 1003 he was
put at its head and thereupon obtained
a seat in the Cabinet. He won the con-
fidence of Mr. ROOSEVELT to such a
degree that the leadership of the Repub-
lican campaign of 1804 was entrusted
to him, and he now holds with conspic-
uous success the office of Postmaster-
General.

Mr. LaAMONT'S rapid progrese in both
public and private life was due to his
natural and intrinsic abilities egolely.
It is true that he attracted the attention
of men powerful in influence, like Mr,
TILDEN, Mr. CLEVELAND and Mr. WHIT-
NEY, but not through any pushing per-
sistency on his part. He was a man
of modesty who was discovered rather
than self-exploited. His rise to political
distinction and to private wealth and
financial influence was due to singular
merit utilized by those who recognized
the ability of a rarely forceful and re-
sourceful man and who profited ex-
ceedingly by means of it.

The End of the Teamsters’ Strike.

It has taken the Chicago teamsters
and their supporters fifteen weeks to
learn that organized labor is not the
strongest force in the country. It has
oost them nearly if not quite three-
quarters of & million dollars to learn
that American publio opinion believes
in the freedom of labor. Their strike
has been an absolute failure. Only a
few of the 5,000 men who took part in it
will get their old placesagain, except as
vacancies may oocur in the ranks of
thoss who have taken the jobe which the
strikers dederted. All have lost their
time and their money, and many of them
have lost places in which they were
earning from $12 to $15 a week. They
have gained nothing.

This strike, from its beginning, was
entirely without justification, There is
much evidence to show that it was con-
ceived in graft by individual leaders.
Its record of nincteen deaths and nearly
five hundred injurics, as a result of its

 riots and asaauhﬂ, is a sufficient display

U

on. It dies as it should die, in fallure
and disgrace.

Experiences like this have foroed em-
ployers into organizations for their own
protection. Unfonism shrieks that such
organizations are formed for the pur-
pose of crushing unionism. This view
s not warranted by the facts, Never
before has the right of labor to organize
or its wisdom in organizing been so
widely and so fully recognized. Yet
rarely, if ever, has oppositionto unionism
been so strong. This is due to the meth-
ods employed by so many of the unions,
Ignorant and sometimes unscrupulous
leaders gather about them the radioal
and turbulent element of the union. A
strike is ordered and all members must
go out, irrespective of their personal
opinions, This is called “loyalty to the
union.” Thirty-seven out of the 000
members of a Chicago teamsters' union
met and voted for a strike because of
alleged sympathy for nineteen garment
workers whos» grievances were prac-
tically forgotten. As a result 5,000 men
were out of employment for nearly four
months. The city of Chicago was forced
to spend nearly $500,000 to preserve
order in ita streets, and the loss to the
trade of the city is estimated at from
$10,000,000 to $12,500,000.

In view of the ever increasing publio
recognition of the fact that the greatest
danger to unionism now comes from
within the organization, the friends and
particularly the leaders of unionism can
donomore wisely than to devote amonth
or two to a careful consideration of poli-
cies and methods. In the experiences
of the last two years in Cripple Creek,
in Fall River, in the New York subway
affair, in the strike of the Chicago
teamsters, and in various incidents else-
where, there is abundant food for reflec-
tion.

Walting for the Break.

The Hon. ROBERT MARION La FoL-
LETTE of Wisconsin is still standing with
reluctant feet where Governor and Sena-
tor meet. A little while ago he was
going to hang on to the Governo.'s
chair until the Legislature consented
to certain legislation for which he has
fought long. Rather unexpectedly, and
somewhat to his disappointment, per-
haps, the Legislature proved docile.
Yet he is as doubtful as ever of the ad-
visability of emigrating from Madison
to Washington:

“1 have not yet decided that I will quallfy as
United Statas Senator. It I do I shall have to re-
sign as Governor of Wisconsin, and I think I am
deeply under obligation to the people ot Wisconsin,
with whose ald I have socomplished reforms along
Illnes where correction was badly needed. 1 have
not decided that I can leave the work at this stage,
but 1 belleve that, with the new laws we have, it Is
pretty well under control.”

In short, it is unpleasant to lot go.
The Qovernor feels his responsibility for
Wisconsin. Can she walk alone without
him? Besides, among the Badgers he is
King. In the Senate he will be but a
beginner.

Mr. LA FOLLETTE has two more years
to serve as Governor. A Governor is
gometimes nominated for President,
What chance does a Senator have in that
race? When will a national convention
conscribe a Conscript Father?

Yet a fresh voice crying in that desert;
a real demagogue, leader of the people
and irrepressible trust buster in that
solemn chamber! “IfI go to the Senate,”
he says, “it will be because I believe I
can better serve the interests of my
people there than I can in the Executive
chair.”

Of course. Only the interests of his
people are to be considered. But, since
in his view “the coming national cam-
paign will see the smashup of both great
political parties,” since he looks for “a
breaking up of political lines,” he must
think that “things are coming his way.”
Shall they find Governor LA FOLLETTE
or Senator LA FOoLLETTE? This is food
for his thought. If it were not so seri-
ous a question with him he might be
suspected of rather overdoing a bit of
political coquetry just now.

The Great Renunciation,

The Hon. GEORGE FRED WILLIAMS,
Dedham's greatest Bryaniac statesman
and one of the original and only tribunes
of the Peo-pul, has been casting a remi-
niscent and an appreciative glance upon
his illustrious career. He finds it good.
He approves and recommends it strongly.
But why, foreigners ask, is the immortal
WILLIAMS only a private man? Why is
he plain Citizen WiLLiAMS? Why are
not public honors and offices heaped
upon him? Why does he not shake the
Senate with his thunders?

Mr. WiLL1AMS does well to answer
these inevitable questions:

“ 1 started out as & Republican, The rulers of
Republican politics of Norfolk county had it all
worked out for me to go to the House, the Senate,
the Governorship and the United States Senate.
1 belleve, If T had given myself over to them, the
program could have been carried out, Certaln
1t 1s1 had a big start on HENRY CABOT LODGE In
many ways. But I kKlcked on BLAINE.”

If Mr. WILLIAMB hadn't kicked on
BLAINE, where would LODGE be now?
A Harvard professor, perhaps; a dili-
gent maker of books, the editor of a
magazine. Let us not weakly say that
these things lie on the knees of Fate.
Mr. WiLLiaM8 was Fate. He made
room for LopageE. He chose the private
station as the post of honor. He has
occasionally emphasized this resolution
by running for office. But the Massa-
chusetts people want their tribune to re-
main free and independent. They won't
ooop him up in the State House.

Mr. WiLLIAMS “kicked or. BLAINE” in
1884, He is “kicking on" BILL GASTON
in 1905. Thus does he obey the voice at
eve obeyed at prime. To a man of his
temperament it doesn't matter what he
“kicks on” so long as he kicks. He likes
the exercise.

The fee of $2,000,000 to Mr, CROMWELL for selling
the Panama Canal looks fabulous to the ordinary
mind unused to the scale of prices in great citles
for legal work,—Buffalo Evening News.

It does, indeed.

of the methods by which it was carried

. ,
et

man, ‘Thisunjust diste(bu
less thousands mourn.

? ern ““‘uﬁ 'gu do s0, Justioe Nooxsm can hol

N:OM J opro niment until the end o
when his term will expire.~Rochester Union
and Advertiser.

The worst should be stated unflinchingly.
WARREN B, HOOKEN'S present term as Jus-
tice of the Supreme Court of New York will
expire not in 1908, but on Dec. 81, 1018,

It the Panama Canal authorities are
hunting for & truly great and really ex-
perienced Welfare Promoter to make things
cheerful and Christmaslike in the Zone,
why do they not retain the services of the
Hon. CRAUNORY M, DereWw the instant he
lands upon his native shore?

O ———

THE WAR INDEMNITY.

Germany Got a Billion Dellars Frem
France—~What Should Japan Recelve?

To TEE EDITOR oF THR BUN—S8ir: The
chlef plenipotentiary for Japan Is speeding
across the continent from Beattle, and It
seems opportune that another slde of the In-
demnity question should be presented to
the public. We have read much aegalnst
Japan's asking an Indemnity or In favor of
her demanding as little aa possible, Ger-
many demanded a blllion dollars from France
and got it; but Japan, after a much more
terrible war, is told she must not ask half a
billion from Russla. If she should, Russia
would continue the war for years and ex-
haust Japan. The alacrity with which the
second series of Japanese ¢} per cent, bonds
has just been oversubscribed Iin New York,
London and Berlin stands In sharp ocontrast
with the recent hesitation of Russla’s ally
to loan her more money for war purposes.
Then we are told Russia {8 by no means at
the end of her own resources and can drag on
the war indefinitely|

Japan should demand a fair indemnity
for war expenses, and the United States could
not oppose the demand or encourage Russia
to refuse compliance.

1. The war was begun to force Russia to
carry out her own urrmeuts.

2, 1t was thg&mluu consequence of Rus-
sfa's high handed acquisition of Port Arthur,

3. The payment of indemnity will discour-
:g:lolrr‘:uuuon of Russia’s course by other

There 18 one reason for an Indemnity wl_}lch
1 have not seen -trml in any paper: The
p?o le of Russia will secure a greater degr
of freedom In proPonlon g) the size of the
indemnity. Taxation will be as great as the
common people can endure, whet any ine
demnity is paid or naqt. l{ a portion ogt )
money raised by taxation (s paid for Indem-
nity the time of the rehabilitation of Russia‘s
navy will ba postponed. ring this time
attention will be oconcentrat not on ag-
(reulon abroad, but on reformation at home.
What Russia needs s to develop her own re-
sources. Instead of seeking to extend her
vast territory the Government of Rusal
should devote Itself to Chf development o
the people. No Power will attack Russla,
even In its enfeebled condition, and in the
pext five gun the common pecpls will taks
rapid strides In freedom If they have a lan
Indemnity to pay. The lesson of the war wﬁ
be impressed aocording to the eize of the
indemnity.

For Americans to protest agalnst an in-
demnity or to insist on its reduction Is to ald
the bureaucracy of Russla in keeping the
common people practically in bondage. The
beat friends of Russian freedom u(r those
who recognize the justice of a fair Indemnity
to Japan for the exrenm of this war. us-
sia should Tmmre this account before she does
any more land grabbing. By that time she
may see that it la better to be progressive
than ageressive, CHARLES 8. HARTWELL.

HiraMm, Me., July 22,

THE BOMB AT THE SELAMLIK.

Trouble at Constantinople Means Oppor-
tunity fer the Balkan States,

To THE Epitor or T Bux-—Sir: The
absence of deflnite information from Con-
stantinople regarding the attempt on the
lite of the Sultan last Friday indicates
a situation so serious that the Turkish authorl-
ties are doing all that is possible to prevent
direct news from getting out. The un-
certainty about the perpetrators also increases
the seriousness of the affair, as until it is
known who they were, the cause and meaning
of the act cannot be clearly understood.
Should it have been, as has already been
hinted, the result of a palace conspiracy,
the gravity of it all can hardly be overesti-
muted. It takes us back to the days of the
deposition of the Sultan Abdul Azlg, but with
other donsequences to follow, and will doubt-
less form the subject of conversation bet ween
the ('zar and Kalgser during thelr meeting J'
?omzo, which will necessarily ocover a wide
leld.
The Austro-Hungarian deadlock may be
brought to an end in face of the complica-
tions caused by the incident of the Kniaz
Potemkin and this last indication of general
disturbance in Turkey. All the alkan
countries are agitated, and the only thing
that keeps them from intervening Iin Mace-
donia and th vl{eyet of Adrianople is the
pressure of the Western Powers. Anarch
at Constantinople, whether due to Mussul-
man or Christian discontent, would be the
signal for action by the small Btates, they
knowing that the discords actually separating
}ho great Powers afford them an opportunity
or which they have been so long waiting.
The Russian Government is practically helf-
less, the Austro-Hungarian ig temporarily
paralyzed, and the relatlons between CGer-
many and France, with Italy in doubt, pre-
clude cooperation of an effective kind.

Gireat Britain alone, on account of her ter-
ritorial isolation, would be capable of takin
the situation at Constantinople in hand.
Reading between the lines of a_recent deo-
laration by Lord Lansdowne, England ap-
pears to be willing to do mso, but oo ot
without a mandate of the Powers or in de-
fiance to those who might be opposed to It.

‘he prosrert therefore, {8 more favorable
to the smaller Statea than at any $ime since
tha (‘angress of Berlin. If confusion m{‘wr-
venes at Constantinople, they are very likely
to take advantage of it. Bulgaria is the one
most llkfly to profit, as she is well prepared
and would certainly have the active sympathy
of the West, and in case of a British interven-
tion would be able to m{rplemem naval lctloa
with that of the best trained and eauippe
armyv of any of the Balkan and Danublan

States. PERA,
NEW YORK, July 24.
The Pollicyholder,
To T HE Ep1TOR OF THE SUN—8ir: What

a spectacle is presented to the decent people
of this city through the developmentas of the
Equitable, and more recently of “Fads and
Fancies." Small wonder that dinners and
entertainments dazrling almost beyond de-
seription could be given when it becomes
known that policyholders really paid for
them. Small wonder that the chief joker
could always be so happy and jokey when
presiding at grand banquets, and ocould de-
liver such beautiful homilies, knowing how
easy it was to pull $20,000 a year from sald
polieyholders.

But he who laughs last laughs best. The
day of reckoning I8 at hand. The strenuous,
mad rush for dollars and fame gained through
questionable means by those who have posed
as the very elect will be most thoroughly ex-

posed.
My dear SvN, truth is mighty even In the
year of our Lord, 1005. 8.

NEW YORK, July 24,
n———————

Col. Lament, ‘' 8un '’ Correspendent

To THr Ep1ToR OF THE SUN—8ir; In the
sketch of Col. Lamont printed in Tee BuN
this morning the pleasurable fact was overe
looked that for four years .from 1877 to 1881)
he was the resident correspondent at Albany
for TuE BuN; also that Col. Lamont served
TrRE SUN with the fidelity, integrity and (n-
dustry that marked him and his assoclations
with all in political and financial life, from
the beginning to the ending of his successful
career, E. G, R,

NEW York, July 24,

e ————————
Lighter Gardb for Hotel Boys.

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: 1 appeal to
THE SUN as the moat igfiuential paper of the city
in behalf of elevatorboys and bellboys employed
in*hotels. The abaurd custom of wearing heavy
cloth uniforms, especlally coats, in this kind of
weather should be abandoned. What poasible
objection can be made to a ahirt walst and ootton
trousers, or to the most fastidioys guests a light
alpaca or thin cotton coat would perhaps not be
shocking.

It Is bad enough 10 have to be all day long in an

In one Kansas county there Is a man and seven-
elghths (o every girl. - Kansus City Journal,

There should be an interstate board of |
equalization and apportionment for these |
things. Insomsa counties of the Fast thera
are two girls and five-sixteenths for every |

elevator shaft, superheated with the h=at from
the machinery below, without having to hear the
welght of close fiting woolen clothing.

It would contribute much to the comfort of
wiiests to sce these hard worked youths more com-
foriably dresse 1. A HoTEL GussT,

NEW YORK, July 24,

tion makes count-

The Attempts te Christianize the Katied"
Desoribed as Unsucoessful, *

To tie Epiton or Tue S8unN—Sir: Belng
a South African, and having llved in a country
long the happy hunting ground of missiona-
ries and thelr helpers, | oan afMrm that to a
South African a missionary has never looked
as he does to other people,

To say that the Kafir, Zulu, Basuto, Maa-
shangaan, Khol-Khol and Matabele would
be botter off, spiritually and materlally,
without the Interference of the misslonary
is saying too little, BStrange as it may sound,
the natlve of Bouth Africa stands in less need
of the olvilizing Influence of Christianity
than does bis white brother, herded up (n the
pooror parts of Christian .oltles. Prior to
the advent of the white man and his mission-
ary she Kafir was the superior of the white
man in every respect. Perhaps his manners
wers not quite as polished as those of the
misslonary, but he lied less than man§y white
men; stole less, If at all; was hospitable;
was striotly moral; took orre of his children
and honored his parents. These traits are
still found In the Kafir, but only whe.e the
misslonary has not yet settled.

One of the reasons for this is that the make-
up of Christlanity is too imaginary, and that
to & mind like that of a Kafir only things’
that are natural can appeal. However, the
religion being forced down his throat, he
swallows it, and, llke a case of a wrongly
treated disease, the result {s unhappy.

Misslonary work In South Africa Is under-
taken from many motives. The most impor-
tant, perhaps, Is politics; graft is a close
second; then comes business, and, trailing
a long way behind, a little real interest In the
Kafir and rellgious endeavor. It is quite
unnecessary to dwell on the political impor-
tance of the misalonary. That this gentle-
man, by means of his pecullar powers,
influences the making of treaties with the na-
tive ohlefs is well known; so is the fact that
he has often served as the purveyor of arms
and ammunition to those who.would use them
in the Interest of his Government.

The native, as a rule, is tackled very much
on the same prinoiple as are the women and
children in Europe and America, He is told
that to go to the heaven of the white man
he must assist In the salvation of his black
brothers, and that this, under the circum-
lu{mu. he can do only by bringing to the
station at fixed iIntervals a certain share

of his earthly goods. Anything will do,
Btovhg that ngtmnﬁ better can be gad.
attle, sheep, goats, skins, grain, everything

that can be marketed is welcome, ;
ides this, the fear of the white man’'s
induna aumkoos I8 Instilled into their hearts
to the extent of making them work for noth-
ing on the lands of the station or in the house
of the missionary, Cases have come to my
notice where the missionary, by means of his
eculiar powers, mainly superstitious fear,
as reduced entire Kafir villages to slavery.
‘onditions are such that this kind of graft
carries with it no risks, and, having not even
the drawbacke of ordinary graft, it is hard
to fight it in any other way than by excluding
all missionaries,
Of course very little money collected at
Eomo reaches the missionary In the fleld.
ut In most cases the missionary does not
starve, and when things come to the worst,
und'}m “spiritual charges” refuse to be bam-
boozled, he still has the alternative of con-
ducting an up-country store. The oppor-
tunitiesa offered by this enterprise are great
enouﬁ’h to turn the head of a trust magnate,
and the prices paid for salt, blankets, beads,
snuff an quic medicines, not to mention
old. Snider rifles, powder and Cape brandy,
or "Smoke,” as this stuff is commonly called,
lr% wonderful.
he missionary on his arrival, as a rule,
looks a wo-begone individual. [he climate,
of course, troubles him a little; his
surroundings are no longer those of the
theological seminary or the Sunday achool,
and, as a rule, the Kafir imposes on him to
some extent. But this state of things does
not endure for long. By and by the hang-
dog expresaion around his mouth disappears
and he takes root deeply. Before lon{ he
owns some good horses, fine, apringy Cape
carts, {mp6rts an organ and a plano, fine
dogs, sends for the rest of his family, or ac-
H:rea one, and, in short, settles down to a
ife far from belng monotonous or denving.
Sometimes one of them geta knocked on the
head, and then his Christian Government
sandm ?unltl\'e expedition to instill the fear
of i nto the heathen by means of the
business end of f machine gun,
From this it will be seen that the Kafir has
very little chance of evndinﬁ Christianity,
It is after him, no matter what he does. ‘I'here
are other drawbacks to the Kafir's position
In the question. The missionary tells him
that in the eyes of the God of the Christians
all men are alike,and that,as a consequence,
the white man i8 no better than he. Here
the negro comes to grief, He permits this
newa to influence hia words and actions in
his dealings with the white man, and the sum
total, as a rule, is highly detrimental to both
the physica)l and material welfare of the
Kafir. ‘'nder such conditions the poor
heathen becomes vicious, and the doctrines
of tianity to him, indeed, must be
a pugesle, especlallr when compared with
the queer way in which the white man applies

em.

Of course there are some missionarics
whom it would be unjugt to include in this
category.

Bome of them honestly beliave that the
Flﬂr would be beneflted b{) the civilizing
nﬂuoléces of Christianity: but even their
work does more harm than good. Why men
should g0 and force their religion on the
so-called heathen {s hard to understand,
espacially In case like that of the Kaflr,
wh«:n natura'ly peaceful existence Is to be
envied.

The missionary s not liked in South Afriof.
and has the reputation of being a trouble
maker. Even the local clericals have no us
for him, for the latter have long recogniz
that, whatever the benefits derived from
Christianity may be, they are not for the con-
sumption of the Kafir. Nobody In South
grlca makes an attempt at considering the

afir his amml. and this s precisely where
social conditions and relizion clash, But,
apart from all this, there can be no doubt
t!'x'at tha haathen of the Kaflr type is better
off without being a Chrirtian. The Kafir
s not of an imaginative turn of mind, and in
is own religion, what little he has, the su-
pernatural ia hardly represented at all. This
makes him peculiarly unfit to receive Chris-
tlanity by reason of its being purely imagina-
tive, and whenever he embraces it things go
to the bad with him.

In Bouth Africa mission work, then, can
ha classed thus: That undertaken with
political motives as a cause: the kind carriéd
on for the purposa of graft and commarcial-
fsm, and that conducted by the rr-llgiong
fanatic. None of them helps the Kaflr, an
all of them transplant into him a kind of re-
llnmy}‘ that found its expression in the human
nacrifices of the ancients, the hoastia piacu-
larin of Rome, and on the racrificial stones
of Mexico. To convert a Kaflr is very much
like throwing a lighted match into a bharrel
of kerosene oil. FEither the oil will kill the
flame or a conflagration will ensue.

U'nder thesa cirrumsatances, it would bhe well
for people to keep their pennies and for
millionalres to apend their money in the
reclamation of the city poor. Or perhapa
the last named might spare themeelves the
predicament of having money to give away
and souls to save by not being too exacting
with their dallv pound of flesh,

GrOonaR A. SCERFINER,
Modderfontein, Transvaal,
NEw York, July 23,

Professor Kellogg on Clams.

To THE EDITOR OPF THR SUN—Sfr: The use of
slovenly Pnglish has become s0 common that it
may occasion no surprise when one reads in a Troy
newapaper & statement purporting to come from
the lips of Dr. James L. Kellogg. professor of bl
ology 1n Willlams College, who is making an experi-
ment near Chatham, Mass,, as to the propagation
of clams. Dr. Kellogg !s reported as saying:

“Clams will grow 80 rapldly and Increase so fast
after the spawning period that it 1s best t0 plant
them If they are an Inch long, some distance apart
In regular rows, 8o they will not be crowded within
a year or 87, and even them they will need thinning
out at Intervals., After a man should thersfore
have a good sized clam garden, he would need to
be taking out quite a good many to prevent them
getting too thick for healthy growth, thus supply-
ing his customers regularly and 'keeping his farm
in good condltion.”

Ye gods and little fishes—also clams! It may
be that this college professor Is a viotim of the de-
pravity of the types, or he may have been mis-
reported. On the other hand, the surprising mal«
formation of sentences may be due to careless edit-
ing. This almost oriminal disregard of ocorrect
construction 1s called to the attention of THE SuN.

Tnor, N, Y., July 23, Mrs, M, B, Loxg,

The Resources of One Poet.

To Tus EpIvoR o¥ THB SUN—Sir; When Tom
Hood prepared his list of unrimable words he made
one mistake, acoording to thé pronunciation thas
is current in various parts of the United States
ot this time, Hood sald that the word “have” has
no rime. How's thla?

In moh springtime what troubles the weary farmers
ave,
When fifty milllon cows begin all at once to calve!

Of course, the dictionaries say that the words
do not rime, but THE SUN says that the dictlonaries
don't know 1t all. In some sectlons of the country,
principally In New England and Greater New York,
the words may not rime, but among the farmers
of neanly all sectlona they do,

tion of his house as &

ROCHESTER,July 24. JABEZ O'SHAUVGHNESSRY,
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. MAN AND MOTHER-IN-LAW.
Gt rv——
Judieial Yersien ‘of & Jest as Old as
/ Lucretius, at Least.
From the Pennsyivania County Oosrt Reporis for July.

No duty devolves upon & son-in-law, on aocount
of domestlc relations, to defray the expenses of
bis mother4n-law's funeral,

It & mother-in-law dies at the house of her son-
\n-law, het estate is llable for all damages arising
therefram to his bustness, and for all eapenditures
neccasitated thereby for the entertalnment of fu-
nersl guests: Ho may also recover for the storage
of his mother-in-law's furniture if he has taken
good care thereof, provided his claims are within
reason,

HANNA, P.J., Jan, 28, 1908, —If the objections
to the clalm allowed by the auditing fudge
were considered seriously by the exceptant,
it |s rather noteworthy that no testimony
was produced in opposition to the olalm, Jt
seoms testatrix died at the home of her son-in-
law, the husband of one of her daughters,
where she had resided during the last two
monthe of her life. No clalm was made
agalnet her estate for boarding, &o., fur-
nished her; but her son-in-law olaimed to
be reimbursed the loss ococasioned him by
reason of interruption of his business durlng
the, period the remains of testatrix were in
h{s house after her death, and for the use of
his house, for the funers), from Bunday until
the following Wednesday.

As the subject of the claim arose after the
death of testatrix, of course the olalmant is
a competent witness in his own behalf, From
his testimony it appearnd that the ocoupa-
residence for himself
and family was, as may readily be inferred,
greatly Interrupted by reason of the death
therein of testatrix. the subsequent oare of
her remains and preparation for her funeral.
But, In addition, his professional busine
was Interfered with, engagements made by
him for the reception and treatment of &l“onu
canceled, and he was unable to continue h
uaun? practise and buginess
of at loast one week. For suoh extra t&wble,
loss inconvenlence osu by death it is
usu reasonably oomsonuta the gam
or persons who Torobr suffer and are obliged,
by reason of the ciroumstandes, to render

fncur expenses

unusual labor and services or

they would not otherwise inour. And, in a
case like the prrunz. a loss lnhrrrptlon
of business |s also a proper subject of com-
Fenut on. In this Instance, nelither the
cts related by the claimant nor the elNP\l o
lched by him on his loss of Income from
oted or shown to

ﬁls business were oontrs
b? unusual, unreasonal and unreliable,
The question,

ing one of fact, Was pas
upon by the auditing judge, and bis conclu-

sfon was not shown to be errond

It lnnbopropg’éoallo t?oo mant the
small sum expen: by him for the refresh-
ment of those in attendance at the funeral,
and it f‘annot with pl'o riety be gbjec 10,
And, llkewise, the olaimant is ﬁnt tled
to the reasonable amount ask y him {:r

th of furniture, &o

trix_while r%w stored !E Bis %w":om
the date of her gﬁh until I8 was delivered
to the executor. at it was well car

T
an! protec from Injury and peace u‘:{y
lunl-ragderod to the executor ought »5t to be

complained of.
'l‘hg exceptiona are dismissed and the ad-
Judication as corrected I8 confirmed.

Shert Study of the Rate Regulatien BIll.

To tER EpITOR or TEE® BUX—Sir: The
Esch-Townsend bill lacks one thing. 1% bas
no provision to compel people to buy rall-
way shares and bonds, nor in any other way
to furnish capital for building and operating
common carriers. It might well go on to
regulate expenses, interest, floods, washeuts:
all moving aocidents by fleld or flood, or vio-
lence of the enemy; and even the raging of
the seas themselves.

1f rates by Government prescription should
prove unprofitable, the owners of that kind
of rallway securities, at least, would need
no ghost to tell them to sell. The commis-
sion might then have to go into the highways
and hedges and oompel buyers to corne in,
Otherwise all would be sellers.

1t might become necessary, in the dearth
of buyers, for the rallway regulators to come=
pel one another to buy shares and bonds, In
order to keep things moving. Then they
might become purblind and put rates high,
causing stocks to go high. Then they might
depreas them. They could establish such a
bedlam as could not be found in Sheol in the
dog days.

What more can be justly, prudentiy and
lawfully done than to prevent combines and
discrimination, and to punish conspiractes
in boards of @irectors, when the plundering
of stockholders is carried on?

The logical consequence of Government rate
making I8 Government owmerahip. For If
the railways should refuse to play at a losing
game, demand would be made for the Gov-
ernment to step in and operate them; and
that would be constitutional if rate regula-
tion s,

1 do not know of a more absurd proposition
than that for Government regulation of freight
rates, since the capers of the Frenoh in regu-
lating banks, bakeries and grocers, requiring
avery one to take assignats at par with gold,
and those coming last to the bakeries to be
served first; and requiring purchasers to show
certificates of good politioal principles.

One day there is a cry to prevent low rates
from causing losses to shareholders. Nextday
to prescribe low rates for freight and travel,
Every day brings a new folly to our notice.

DENVER, July 31, PosEy 8. WiLaon,

Stady South Amerioal

TorHE EDITOR OF TRE SUN—Sir: Having noticed
the great attention being given at present in our
magasines and newspapers to South America
and South American affalrs, I would suggest that &
place be found for this subject In our school studles
throughout the United States. If the develop-
ment of cur commerce and & greater knowlsdgs
and better acqualntance with our sister republics
of the southern continent are worth anything
to us as a nation and as Individuals, 1t would seem
that there are subjects In our high sehool courses
and our college courses that might well give way
to a oourse deallng with the past and present
of South America. I venture to say that the yoyng
German |s better versed In this subject than the
young American. Speaking as a graduate of a
New York State high school and of a New York
State college I say that my Ignorance upon this
subject reached unutterable bliss. This condition
of affairs 1s shameful and can be remedied none too

soon.
Will not THE SUN, which seems to realize the poas)-
bilitles which awalt us In South America, call at.
tention to this great opportunity?
A VOICR IN THE WILDERNRESS,
ANCON, Canal Zone, July 13,

Question From a Climber,

To THR EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: Seelng so
much In the dally press about “Soclety Fditors,”
“Pads and Fancles,” and other funny financial
fantasies, T wish to ask If there are any other re-
llable publications In or around New York in which
a plaln, unvarnished but naturalized American
citizen can have hia name embellished, emblagonad
and prominently hung up among the famous finan-
clers and mighty Mellcan men of the present day
for a reasonable put-up?! A PLAIN HIGHWAYMAN.

NEw YORK, July 24,

Rhine Topics.
Old Rhineland Pritz, & robber kaight,
Addressed a quaking oaptured gang.
“Ho, friends,” he quoth, “what give ye me
To purchase life and liberty?
You surely would not hang.”

And forthwith farmers offered lands

And merchants rich of ducats spake,
And one would give his helrflooms rare
And one the hand of daughter fair

For preclous freedom's sake,

But one there was, & soribbler poor,
Possessed of naught but ready pen,
80 knight and captives winked their eyes
When he observed: “A falrer prize
I'll give than all these men."

“A lterary company,”

He sald, with quite a saplent look,
“A company composed of ascores
Of soribes and genial troubadours

s editing a book,”

“It tells the Hves of noblemen
In wonderful poetic fiights;

It Jadles out undying «fame.

O! gentlemen!—observe its name:
‘Our Nobby Rbineland l(nlﬂ‘:u!' 3

“And it you free me, Ritter Frits,
And spare me Death's unpleasant cup,
Your noble fads I will portray,
And Jittle fanclies recherché
In short, I'll write you up.

*And If you pay a trifle down
In Chapter One you'll cut a dash.*
. . . . . . . .
That scribbler got his liberty
Moreover, Incidentally,
He got a trifie cash,

THOMAS R. TBABRA. .

'in s romantic way.

DISUOVERY OF NOMESTAKE MINE,

How the Famous Biack Hills Goid Bearing
Lodoe Was Found,
From (he Denver Republican,

The death of Moses Manuel, ‘discoveror
of one of the greatest gold mines in the world,
the famous Homestake of the Black Hills,
brings to the minds of old tlrncra many storics
of him and of his famous discovery. It I3
noticeable that, as he had worked for thn
greater part of his life In the mines, as ho
had made his money and his living In them,
his death should have come to him there,

In the bottom of a deep shaft in the Min.
nesota mine, some fifteen miles from Hel-
ena, Mon., Mose Manuel, as many a poor
miner before him had done, fencountered
the escaping gas from the gasoline tanks,
set It off, as it were, by the/llght of his candle,
and dled in the resulting explosion.

With Manuel’'s death passes away one o¢
the most typlcal of the old time miners and
prospectors of the Weat. When, In the his-
toric spring of 1876, Mose Manuel and his
brother Fred found some rich float, near
where the town of Lead, 8. D., Is now located,
they lttle dreamed that they were about
to bring to light tho greatest gold bearing
fode then known to the world. But the snow
was still on the ground, and, search as they
might, they could not follow the track of tha
float. After a while the snow melted and
Mose wanted to start out again and look for
the lode, but his partners scoffed at him and
did net think it amounted to anything. But
Mose persisted, and when at last he found
the rich ore on the side hill he turned to his
partner and sald: “Hank, this is surely a
homestake. ”

This term was then in common use, and
meant enough money to take a fellow whera
they all wanted to go, “back to the States.”
And so they oalled it the Homestake.

The Manuel boys and their partner, Henry
Harney, worked the property for a vear
before they sold it to the late Senator George
Hearst.

Mose Manuel went to Minnesota, when
he was a mere lad, In the frontlier days. He
was a frontlersman in every sense of tho
word. His earliest recollections were of
fleeing from the Indlans back in the '40s,
later of fighting them, of hunting deer and
buffalo, of running from the attacks of an in-
furiated herd of buffalo, and escaping only by
jumping down a steep bank.

A8 Minnesota advanced it grew too tame
for him, and the spirit of the West called
him further, even to the mountaine of Mon-
tana. There he mined and hunted deer, bear
and elk. He knew all the hardships of the
piloneer, and he knew all the delights of his
life. He knew what it was to go hungry,
to be cold and to be poor, and because he knew
and remembered all these things no one in 1
condition ever appealed to himin vain.

One of Manuel's big discoveries was mada
It was in ‘74, when he fol-
lowed the first Alaskan excitement. They
went to Fort Wrangel on a steamer, and from
there took Indian canoes to the interlor. At
one of thelr camping places their attention
was attraoted by a pretty squaw marriedtoa
Frenchman. In her quiet way she wanted to
befriend the white men, and finding that they,
too, were after the precious metal she told
then where to look.

“I was fishing on that river onae day,” she
sald in her broken English, “and I lost my
sinker. I looked for a stone to make a new
one, gnd found a pretty yellow one. I used it
Afterward, when we came back, men showed
me what they called gold, a
yellow sinker. I know where I found it;
you go there. It is there.”

They followed her directions and found
a placer rich in gold.

-

Things Japanese.

Between 1883-4 and 10058 the ordinary revenue
of the Japanese Government increased from $37,-
500,000 to $160,000,000, In the same period the
national debt has advanced from $115,000,000 to
$726,000,000; but Japan has a good deal more to show
to-day, present and prospective, for this debt than
she had for the earlier one.

According to the Japanese ofMclal “Finanoial
and Commercial Annual” for 1905, the emplre's
war expsnes to March 81 (neluding the last 414 per
cent. loan, had been $004,450,000. The war expenas
s met by using the normal revenue surplus, special
funds, speclal war taxes and public loans. Not &
bill against Japan for war or other supplies has
been reported in default, This year's speclal war
tazes amount to only $76,600,0q9. The ourtallment
of local expenditures and national thrift are winalng
the war for Japan on the financlal side,

The Toyo Klsen Kalsha steamship company of
Japan will resume its service between San Fran-
clsco and the Orient about Jan. 1 next. It will
begin with three vessels, and later three very large
vessels, now under construction in Japan, will be
added to the flect. The company had run on this
route for years before the war began. Then tha
Japanese Government requisitioned for war pur-
poses the fleet, comprising the America Maru,
Hongkong Maru and Nippon Maru.

In Toklo a large factory for the manufacture of
explosives is being erected by the Nobel Explosive
Company of Ayr, Scotland, It will take two years
to erect and equlp the factory. The Japanese
Government has the option of aoquiring the new
factory after ten years, Several Japancse officlals
studied the manufacture of explosives at the Ayr
worls.

Japan has, so far, spent upon the war about
seven years’' normal State expenditure: and yet
she 18 able, by thrift and prudence In financlal mat-
ters, to avold any economic disaster. Ever since
the war began her foreign trad( has prosperad
beyond all precedent, while her' bank deposits,
of all classes, have reached record figures.

Japan's tobacco monopoly wlll yleld a rey
this year of $10,000,000, As the $i50,600,000 loi
eagerly taken up a few days ago s secured by this
revenue, the prompt payment of interest each hait
year and of the principal at maturity 1s a dead sure
quantity. And the tobacco revenue 18 not by anyv
means Japan's chlef resource. Her Government
rallways are stlll virgin of bonds.

“Exzpansion I8 the marked characteristic In every
branch of Japanese commerclal undertaking,” says
the commerclal agent of the New South Wales
Gavernment, who has recently visited Japan.

Seventy per cent. of Japan's war expendlture has
beon spent In Japan. Many struggling concerns
have become successful underiakings as a cou-
sequence of this pollcy.

Japan's total forelgn trade for 1004 shows an
Increase of $42,500,000, or 14 per cent. Impor's
Increased $27,500,000, or 17 per cent,, and exports
$18,000,000, or 10 per cent. The Import Increases
were In machinery, tin plates, petroleum and coal.
The export Increase was malnly in manufactured
goods,

Japan's trade with China In 1004, despite the war,
made substantial progress, both in exports to and
\mports from China.

Japan bought from the United States !t 1vd
more petroleum, more leather, more achinery
and more steel ralls than ever befmc, besides in
creases {o other lines, such as tin plates, ‘ron bars
and Iron rods, hitherto principally purchased in
Europe. Years ago not ap American nall went 1o
Japan; now American nalls divide the Japanrse
trade therein with German nalls,

During the nine years ended In 1003 the number
of public companies In Japan Increased from 4.4
t0 9,000, or an average Increase of 555 each year

In the battle of Tsu Shima Stralts a Japanese
offoer, having had a leg shot away, used his sword
as a crutch and dragged himself below, whers,
having slowly scrawled on a plece of paper “Banza
I die & glorious death,” he fell back dead. Tuat
{s the spirit which is winning the war.

e

Investigate Horace Porter!

From the Buffalo Evening Nrus

1t is all right (o compel Gen. Porter 10 tell how
much money of his own he spent In the search for
the bones of Paul Jones, and then he must be e
pald, THESUN ls right In saying that it Is a scand l
for the Unlited States to neglect the duty of a returi
of the money

*  From the Rochester Unfon and Adrertiser,

Gen. Porter spared no trouble or expense
prosecuting the work of searching for the rema
of Jones, and she couniry has excrted liself
bringing the body home With pomp and ceremoi:
to rest in place of honor for all time to came. 107
jeast Congress can do Is to ascertaln what Gior
Porter's expenses were and pass a bill as soon A=
possible to relmburse him. And the law shoull
also contaln a recognition of the country's Indebt-
edness to him,

What Mr. Balfonr Regrets.
Mr. A. J. Balfour in C. B. Fry's Magn:ine.

] belong to that unhappy class of belngs forever
pursued by remorse, who are consclous that they
threw away in thelr youth opportunities that were
open to them of beginning golf at a time of ('8
when alone the muscles can be attuned and pracs
tised to the full perfection required by whc oSk

| difcult game thet perbaps exlsts,

ol

1it was like iny |




